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A Constant Give and Take 

During the challenges of the past several 
months, MHCC has made a concerted effort to 
understand the perspectives of our neighbors 
through two online community surveys and a 
virtual town hall meeting. 

In response to the clear needs expressed in 
these forums, the Coalition awarded grants 
from the Morningside Heights Community 
Fund to local groups making positive impacts 
in and around our neighborhood. 

If local advocates are going to claim to effec-
tively represent their communities, a never-
ending process of give and take must be cen-
tral to their priorities and programs. 

The basic elements of this exchange are infor-
mation and support.  Without adequate input 
from residents and other stakeholders, advo-
cacy becomes rudderless.  Without transform-
ing that input into meaningful assistance, it 
becomes academic. 

As Election Day approaches, we present a 
summary of our survey findings and offer 
broader context on the state of our neighbor-
hood.  In doing so, we reinforce our commit-
ment to ensuring that diverse concerns are 
heard, understood, and addressed locally. 
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Continuing to Adapt:  

The NYC Open Streets Program came to                       
Morningside Heights in October, in support of    
local businesses and community development. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuKCLqUVPQw
mailto:mhccnyc@gmail.com
http://www.mhccnyc.org
https://twitter.com/mhccnyc
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Calendar 

As public health guidelines allow, MHCC 

will plan events to foster engagement. 

We will announce our next event soon.  

In the meantime, please let us know if 

you have suggestions for socially dis-

tanced or virtual gatherings in support of 

local community development efforts. 

And...Action!  

• VOTE, VOTE, VOTE!  Information on early voting and polling places is here. 

• REPORT COVID violations by Columbia students and personnel here. 

• PLEASE VOLUNTEER for upcoming neighborhood cleanup days: 

• Broadway Mall Association: 10/17, 10am.  Info and sign up here. 

• Team Up to Clean Up West Harlem: 10/24, 10am.  Info and sign up here.        3 

Comments & Questions 

You can submit your views here.   

Please give us info about early voting...very important!  Mary M. 

What can we do to keep my family safe [with regard to COVID]...I have a 9-year-old.  

My management company is not concerned and will not protect us.  Wendi L. 

It is a disgrace that only those narrow escalators are in place [at the 125th Street sub-

way]...you still have to climb stairs from the turnstiles up to the platform.  Alan B.   

I'm trying to find out if my apartment is rent stabilized...I haven't heard back rom the 

city.  Heather L. 

MHCC has replied to these messages and will update readers on the issues they raise. 

Local Engagement 

Volunteering 

The vast majority of MHCC’s work is 

carried out by volunteers.  These are lo-

cal residents, business owners, employ-

ees, students, and even visitors.  We are 

grateful to them.  If you’d like to be in-

volved, please let us know here.  We 

guarantee a meaningful experience. 

https://mhccnyc.org/send-us-a-note/
https://vote.nyc/
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?ColumbiaUniv
mailto:info@broadwaymall.org
mailto:teamuptocleanupwestharlem@gmail.com
https://mhccnyc.org/send-us-a-note/
https://mhccnyc.org/volunteer-2/
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    Feature:  

State of the Neighborhood 

Morningside Heights occupies a distinctive plateau in Northern Manhattan.  The neigh-

borhood is commonly understood to occupy the blocks between 110th and 125th Streets, 

from Riverside to Morningside Parks. 

Originally serving as Native American hunting grounds, the area was largely a collection 

of estates and farms well into the 19th century.  With the arrival of a variety of institutions 

and mass transit in the late 1800s, residential development began on a dramatic scale. 

A main theme in the community’s modern history has been the effort to maintain a sense 

of balance among residential, institutional, and commercial priorities.  Preserving the 

neighborhood’s social and economic diversity has been a central objective of local advo-

cates since at least the 1960s.   

Following are basic facts about our community from Wikipedia and City-Data.com. 

 Population: 32.000 

 Racial and Ethnic Composition: 

White: 46%   Hispanic: 23%  Black: 14%   

Asian 13%   Others: 4% 

 Median Age: 31 (influenced by a large student population; the neighborhood is also 

 home to a large population of retirees) 

 Median Income: $82,000 (a significant percentage of low-income households exist) 

 Median Monthly Rent: $1,648 

Progressive in its culture, Morningside Heights enjoys a rich history of hosting notables 

and innovators in a wide array of fields, as well as everyday residents from many walks of 

life.  This is its fundamental value and appeal, in the eyes of many community members. 



5 

 

 

Since being formally established in 2016 in response to an increase in local luxury resi-

dential development, MHCC has worked diligently to include diverse perspectives in re-

fining our understanding of local issues and developing neighborhood-focused campaigns. 

Online surveys conducted in June and September 2020 received total responses from 574 

local participants, aged 18 and above.  These results were presented via Social Media, pre-

vious issues of The Morningsider, on our website, and during a virtual town hall meeting 

held on September 21.  In the absence of other formal survey data on Morningside 

Heights, this intake informs our assessment of current conditions in the community. 

As our neighborhood continues to evolve, we will continue seeking input from community 

members through additional surveys and meetings. 

 

In October 2020, the state of the neighborhood is “challenged but committed.”  Dur-

ing the difficulties of 2020, community members have demonstrated both responsive-

ness to acute challenges and long-term concern over chronic issues.  In the most basic 

terms, Morningside Heights residents want to maintain the neighborhood they know: 

 •    Rezoning is considered the most important local issue.  

• Affordable housing is a significant concern for community members.  

• Matters of safety are important– both preventing the spread of COVID and addressing 

crime in the neighborhood.  

• Diminished homeless and sanitation services are of growing concern.  

• To support local businesses, residents are willing to do more shopping locally. 

 

COVID, the Black Lives Matter Movement, and the current economic downturn rep-

resent an urgent and taxing backdrop in assessing current conditions and views. 

• As of October 6, 294 Morningside Heights residents have been lost to the pandemic.  

Our community remains committed to following public health guidelines and support-

ing health care and emergency personnel.  Adhering to COVID guidelines are especial-

ly important here, due to the presence of many institutions which host thousands of 

students, faculty, and staff from across the country and internationally. 

Part One: Taking In 

https://morningsideheightscommunitycoalition.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/mhcc-june-2020-covid-survey-key-findings-1.pdf
https://mhccnyc.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/mhcc-september-2020-survey-findings-september-17.pdf
https://mhccnyc.org/2020/10/02/video-mhcc-virtual-town-hall-meeting-held-on-9-21-2020/
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Part Two: Giving Back 

• A commitment to social justice activism is demonstrated daily in our neighborhood. 

• Concerns over household food shortfalls and housing challenges continue to be ad-

dressed through support for programs that assist and protect individuals and families 

experiencing economic difficulties. 

• A renaissance of local spirit has emerged through local volunteering and the establish-

ment or revitalization of neighborhood improvement efforts. 

 

In sum, throughout 2020, members of the Morningside Heights community have dis-

played their collective ability to balance legitimate grievances over systemic prob-

lems with an ongoing sense of inclusiveness and compassion for those in need.  In this 

way, our community has demonstrated its resilience and cohesion.  As the problems 

we have faced throughout the year begin to resolve, Morningside Heights can emerge 

with a greater sense of community identity, purpose, and unity.  This mindset will be 

needed to limit the ongoing erosion of our neighborhood’s character and quality of 

life, reduce threats to affordable housing from luxury overdevelopment, and continue 

working to improve institution-community relations. 

The Morningside Heights Community Fund was established by MHCC in 2017 as an or-

ganic means of supporting local organizations that provide effective services in our com-

munity.  MHCF is administered by the New York Community Trust and funded through 

Community Benefits Agreements negotiated with local institutions and real estate devel-

opers by the Coalition.  Monies were first received earlier this year and MHCC has issued 

two Requests for Proposals to a wide array of local groups.   

 

The onset of COVID and the economic downturn informed our priorities in selecting 

recipients.  We take pride in the ongoing work of organizations that support our 

community.  They provide important help for many of our neighbors.  MHCF has dis-

bursed $5,000 grants to the following groups in its initial round of awards.  Additional 

RFPs will occur in the coming months.   

https://www.nycommunitytrust.org/give-to-nyc/?gclid=CjwKCAjw_Y_8BRBiEiwA5MCBJqYj5O6CVJssDr9ebqYFkUp0DaR1UzisLeoIiZD8zPw4rUY2eANm-BoCsTUQAvD_BwE
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America Scores New York: We launched a month-

long virtual summer program to continue supporting 

Morningside Heights youth virtually, with a focus on racial 

equity and social justice through the lens of sport, poetry, 

and community. Methods for engaging with youth have 

been  similar to the spring season: a combination of pack-

ages sent directly to homes, video instruction, independent learning, and phone support.  

 

 

Behind the Book: We are using this funding to create a customized 

literacy program plan that will allow students to interact with an au-

thor, explore a book’s themes in depth, and lead them to a final writing 

and art project. Once the anchor text is identified and the author has 

agreed to participate, Behind the Book will create a series of activities 

designed to fully immerse students in the experience of the book, deep-

en their connection to the author, and support them in the production of their own writ-

ten work. 

 

 

Broadway Community: The need for extra funds arises from the shift 

to take-out rather than communal meals. In order to maintain safety for 

shelter residents, medical patients, and those we feed, we began providing 

take-out meals on March 11. This required the purchase of large quantities 

of pre-packaged single servings of such items as juice, fruit, and grain 

bars, as well items like paper bags for packaging, to-go containers for soup and salads, and 

disposable utensils. While breakfast bagels and pastries are usually donated, they now 

must be purchased, as donor businesses are closed. 

 

 

Brotherhood Sister Sol: We pride ourselves on providing ho-

listic and wrap-around support, mentorship, and love to our com-

munity.  Our needs and subsequent programmatic responses will 

continue to grow in the coming months, and support from Morn-

ingside Heights Community Coalition is crucial in enabling that 

work.  All of this is in addition to our regular programming and or-

ganizing efforts, which will also continue. 
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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church: Our grant will support our Food 

Bank of NYC and Uber/Lyft Delivery Assistance programs.  It will allow 

us to double the amount of Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen services and 

enhance safety gear and sanitation.  It will also allow us to increase the 

number of clients we can deliver food to. 

 

 

Legal Outreach: Our 2020 virtual Sum-

mer Law Institute (SLI) serviced rising low-

income ninth grade students, including 14 youths residing in Morningside Heights/West 

Harlem. This program helped students to not succumb to the trend of low-income minori-

ty youth falling behind during mandatory online learning.  Our instructors and speakers 

include Columbia Law School students and professors. 

 

 

Harlem Wellness Center: Due to Covid-19 relat-

ed closures, our revenue-generating streams have 

been disrupted. We have adapted to our space closure 

by providing virtual yoga, mindfulness meditation, nutrition, dance, and supportive holis-

tic wellness circles. 

 

 

The Reading Team: We will apply a grant toward the 

costs of program instructional materials, such as pens, pen-

cils, notebooks, iPads, and books, and to pay for student 

evaluations, parent conversations, and staff professional 

development.  Our enrolment keeps growing, and our free Book Distribution Program is 

especially popular and impactful, bridging classroom and independent learning. 

 

 

Congratulations to these great community groups.  We thank them for their commit-

ment and positive impacts.  They enable us to connect the input we consistently re-

ceive with real opportunities to give back. 
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Articles of Interest 
 

Covid and NY State Colleges Re-Opening Assessment -- City and State 

 
Group Calls University to Confront Anti-Black History -- Columbia Spectator 
 
Columbia Students Return: COVID Rate Low So Far -- Westside Rag 
 
Police Misconduct Rewarded at 26th Precinct -- Columbia Spectator 
 
RBG Way:  Levine Proposes Renaming 116th Street -- Westside Rag 
 
Upper Westside Council Candidates Call for More Affordable Housing -- The City 
 
111th Street Garden, Hungarian Pastry in Metropolitan Diary -- New York Times 
 
110th - 111th Street Added to Open Street Restaurant Program -- Westside Rag 
 
Ways to Be Politically Active Locally (MHCC highlighted) -- Columbia Spectator 
 
Columbia Role in Gentrification of Morningside, West Harlem -- Columbia Spectator 
 
Anti-semitic Vandalism on Columbia Campus -- Columbia Spectator 
 
 

Local Support 
 
This month we focus on Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, 
an Upper West Sider with deep roots in Morningside Heights.  BP 
Brewer has a long history of supporting community-based legislative 
priorities and organizing.  She served in the Dinkins Administration 
and the City Council prior to holding her current office. 
 
Among other priorities, Gale has been a tireless advocate for rezoning  
Morningside Heights and promoting local affordable housing.  Thank 
you, BP Brewer!  A comprehensive list of local resources is here. 

News & Resources 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/policy/education/can-new-york-colleges-safely-bring-students-back.html?mc_cid=b17a8e66c8&mc_eid=1688d726e5
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2020/08/31/student-group-mobilized-african-diaspora-calls-on-university-to-stop-supporting-nypd-confront-anti-black-history/
https://www.westsiderag.com/2020/09/06/thousands-of-columbia-students-return-and-so-far-the-positive-covid-rate-is-low
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2020/09/22/what-happened-to-nypd-officers-who-were-charged-with-misconduct-they-were-promoted-or-paid-more/
https://www.westsiderag.com/2020/09/22/local-street-could-be-named-rbg-way-if-councilman-has-his-way
https://www.thecity.nyc/housing/2020/9/24/21455149/candidates-want-more-housing-in-new-yorks-rich-neighborhoods
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/27/nyregion/metropolitan-diary.html
https://www.westsiderag.com/2020/10/04/one-more-block-added-to-local-open-street-restaurant-program
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/spectrum/2020/09/18/ways-to-be-politically-active-at-columbia-2/
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2020/10/05/broken-windows-policing-and-gentrification-not-only-harmed-the-black-community-but-also-strengthened-columbias-reputation/
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2020/10/09/swastika-on-low-steps-is-fourth-instance-of-reported-anti-semitic-vandalism-this-year-2/
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/about/
https://mhccnyc.org/government/
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MHCC’s work depends on the input and participation of community members.  Fol-

lowing are brief updates on our progress.  As we continue to expand our reach and im-

pacts, please consider a donation to MHCC.  Our efforts rely on these contributions. 

 

COVID: Concerns over the reopening of local institutions have been conveyed to their ad-

ministrations, elected officials, and the media since June.  We continue to monitor condi-

tions and advocate for clearer information-sharing and greater community resources, in-

cluding rapid COVID testing, from local institutions.  Council Member Levine thanked 

MHCC for its advocacy in Columbia’s reversal of plans for in-person classes this fall. 

 

Rezoning: We are following-up on stated support from Council Speaker Johnson to com-

plete final steps in the development of a detailed community-focused plan.  We are in dis-

cussions with City Council staff and others to advance the process of rezoning. 

 

Affordable Housing: Discussions continue with local real estate developers to include af-

fordable housing in projected residential construction.  In addition, MHCC is promoting a 

proposal for local institutions to maintain their rent-regulated properties in perpetuity. 

 

Local Businesses: MHCC has convened a committee to assess best practices in supporting 

local businesses.  One suggestion is the establishment of a merchants association. 

 

Real Estate Development: Three residential projects are nearing completion locally and 

an additional three are in development or under construction.  MHCC advocates for inclu-

sion of affordable housing and Community Benefits Agreements in talks with developers. 

 

Health & Safety Corps: All local construction sites are visited weekly to assess code and 

safety compliance.  Lack of face mask use by some personnel has been reported. 

 

Elevator Lobby: Our proposal for the installation of elevators at the 125th Street station 

of the Number 1 Subway line has been shared with public and private stakeholders. 

Issues & Campaigns 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/MLJTHP0CPSM1Q/checkout/ZCKIMHWJQ33VG5NOIECKRNNN
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August-September’s winners correctly identified the Leake & Watts Orphan 

Asylum as the institution which originally occupied the grounds of the Cathedral Church 

of St. John the Divine.  They will receive a tour of the property, per COVID guidelines.  

Congratulations to Jeff Kraus, Gretchen Connelie, and Tony Gjolaj! 

Back-Page  

Diversion 

In the spirit of the New York Times’  Metropolitan Diary, below we offer a local reflec-
tion.  If you would like to submit an entry to our Diary, please let us know here. 

I noticed a dedication plaque affixed to one of the benches on Broadway well before COVID 

hit.  This small metal rectangle became a kind of talisman for me. 

It displayed a quote from Candide: “Make right what you can do in your sphere of life.” 

The previous couple of years had been difficult.  My job had transitioned into a volunteer role 

and I was at a loss for how to proceed in life — how to pay rent and develop a new identity.   

During my struggles, an almost lustful fascination with our neighborhood emerged in me.  I 

began to devour local history books and websites.  Eventually, I started to develop the ability 

to envision the blocks of Morningside Heights during different periods of their development.  I 

pictured dense woods and streams, the farms and rural houses which dotted the area before 

the subway arrived, the insane and orphan asylums which stood nearby for decades.  (I saw 

myself as capable of inhabiting both.)   

Alone in my apartment, I exhausted myself with thoughts about who had lived in the place a 

century before, conjuring the image of a Spanish-American War veteran.  A bachelor?  Per-

haps he had  seen action in Puerto Rico; maybe he’d struggled with what we now call Post-

Traumatic Stress. 

When the pandemic came, I forgot about the dedication plaque, probably because a homeless 

man began to stay on the median and had piled his Earthly possessions on the bench.  Over 

time, I began speaking with him and learned he had served in Vietnam.  He seemed lost to the 

events unfolding around us.  One day he moved his blanket and I saw the plaque again.  Its 

imperative returned to me, along with questions about how, exactly, to fulfill it...  

                                                     -from a neighbor 

mailto:mhccnyc@gmail.com

